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SHORT SYNOPSIS
A day and a night in Berlin: Karma drives an electric 
wheelchair, a flat share casting ends up with a squatting, 
a cook and a stray dog become kings, everyone is looking 
for an expectant father and a rabbit makes a nerd finally 
get to know his neighbours. Do Berlin taxis actually drive 
all the way to the Eiffel Tower? And who is the Queen of 
Berlin?
All these stories and more are told by NOTES OF BERLIN, 
inspired by real notes and notices found by attentive 
Berliners on lampposts, in stairwells or in backyards and 
then published on Joab Nist‘s cult blog notesofberlin.com.

The film strolls with us through the city and takes an amused, 
sensitive look at people and situations that might otherwise 
be overlooked. It is a declaration of love for Berlin, shows 
the everyday madness and chance encounters and makes 
the city the protagonist, because: „The heart of the city 
beats in the street“.



LONG SYNOPSIS
While the basses in the clubs are still booming, the city of 
Berlin emerges from the twilight. On a lamp post hangs 
a note: „For one minute. Please, just stand here in silence 
and look at the sky, and contemplate how amazing life is“. 
A single drunkard stops and follows the instruction... 
A not so young „Man with Van“ wakes up in the morning 
with a hangover next to last night‘s fling and it dawns on 
him that it‘s time for a change. A Berlin native decides at 
a bizarre flat share casting to stop participating in all this 
nonsense. In a Turkish café a young woman confesses her 
unplanned pregnancy to her mother, which immediately 
turns into a political issue for the other guests. 
A stray dog and a kitchen help who is tormented by a 
choleric chef team up, take some time out together and 
have a good time at the canal. Karma races through the 
city in an electric wheelchair to make clear who is really 
entitled to help from above, and a lonely nerd finally 

gets to know his neighbours after five years thanks to a 
runaway rabbit. 
A grieving mother wanders alone through the busy 
city, while a bullied girl meets the Queen of Berlin and 
experiences a fantastic night with her. A gallery owner 
waits in vain for his artist, who, drunk, takes a taxi ride 
around the city, and an expectant father, not yet aware of 
his good fortune, gets into trouble...

We encounter all of them in the fourteen comic, sad and 
bizarre episodes of Mariejosephin Schneider‘s debut film 
NOTES OF BERLIN. The stories were inspired by real 
messages found in the streets of the city, which Joab Nist 
has published on his cult blog www.notesofberlin.com. 
They are typical for the Berlin cityscape, tell of the worries 
and thoughts of the inhabitants and reflect pure Berlin 
everyday culture.



NOTES OF BERLIN strolls with the viewer from person to 
person, from story to story, from note to note and makes 
the city its actual protagonist. From the early morning, 
when the clubbers stagger into the twilight, to the late 
night, when the city is cleaned by busy hands from the 
remains of the past day, the film tells 24 hours in the life 
of a metropolis, where the most diverse people and fates 
meet or sometimes just pass by each other by a hair‘s 
breadth.





DIRECTOR & SCREENPLAY
MARIEJOSEPHIN SCHNEIDER
Mariejosephin Schneider was born in Berlin. After graduating from high school, she travelled 
to the USA and Mexico, after which she assisted in various film productions in the areas of 
set design and production. This was followed by various assistant directorships. 

During her studies at the dffb, she received numerous awards, including the „Golden 
Transponder“ for the longest directing studies since the academy was founded. 

SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY:

2020 	 NOTES OF BERLIN | Feature film | 103 min.

2013 	 DAS GESCHENK | Short film | 13 min. | Großer Preis Int. Kurzfilmfestival Dresden 

2010 	 JESSI | Short film | 33 min. | Deutscher Kurzfilmpreis 2010 + Nominierung Europäischer Kurzfilmpreis 2011



When I discovered Joab Nist‘s blog „Notes of Berlin“ 
on the Internet, I was immediately fascinated by the 
notes collected there. To me they seemed like the voices 
of individual people in Berlin: People who make a wish, 
who vent their anger, who are desperate. It was so multi-
layered, funny, sad, tender and brutal. This was another 
„Symphony of a Metropolis“!

Together with Thomas Gerhold, my co-author, I sifted 
through more than 5,000 notes from Joab Nist‘s archives 
to retrieve from the depths of this rich fund those who 
could become the protagonists of our film, because it 
soon became clear that we would decide against a main 
character who would take us by the hand to guide us 
through the cinematic plot. This role was to be played by 
the notes themselves, for which we then drew up filmic 
sketches and characters. It was most important to me that 
all episodes were based on real notes. These should be the 

true protagonists, which let us meander through the city, 
through 24 hours in Berlin, our second protagonist. 

The structure remained rather experimental, as the film 
was supposed to move on from one story to the next. The 
narrative rule was to never let a protagonist appear more 
than once, but to still continue telling the stories related 
to the individual notes. We wanted to keep the visuals as 
simple and unpretentious as possible. Despite our constant 
movement through the city, the camera should be reduced, 
straightforward, modest and concentrated. We knew that 
we would shoot on location and that we could only reduce 
and accentuate what we found. We wanted to keep our 
visual language very simple because the characters had to 
be characterised and introduced to their situation within a 
short time. By opting for this unpretentious and clear visual 
language, the 4:3 format, which was originally inspired 
by classical portrait photography, felt natural and logical. 

DIRECTOR‘S NOTE



The aim was to completely transport the viewer into this 
cosmos of notes, so that when leaving the cinema, he or 
she has a new view of the city and is able to perceive 
the amount of notes in it as an expression of the diversity 
of human existence in the city – and to see the countless 
possibilities to get in touch with all that life in Berlin and 
perhaps enrich their own life as a result. 

»For one minute please just stand here in silence, 
look at the sky and contemplate, how amazing life is!«

Mariejosephin Schneider





PRODUCER
CLEMENS KÖSTLIN
Born in Berlin, he completed his alternative civilian service in Lima (Peru) after graduating from high school and began 
studying economics in Zurich (Switzerland). Besides that he did numerous internships and freelance work in the film 
business. From 2011 to 2018 he studied in the production department at the German Film and Television Academy Berlin 
(DFFB), where he graduated with the feature film DIE EINZELTEILE DER LIEBE (Director: Miriam Bliese). Besides his studies 
he worked as a production manager e.g. for A YOUNG MAN WITH HIGH POTENTIAL (director: Linus de Paoli) and for 
the production and world distribution company Coproduction Office, for which he still works today. In 2020 he was part 
of the Berlinale Talents. NOTES OF BERLIN has been his constant companion since 2014 as a project of the heart.

SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY AS PRODUCER:

2020 	 NOTES OF BERLIN | Feature film | 103 min. | Director: Mariejosephin Schneider

2019 	 LITTLE JOE | Feature film | 105 Min. | Director: Jessica Hausner 

2019 	 DIE EINZELTEILE DER LIEBE | Feature film | 97 min. | Director: Miriam Bliese

2018 	 A YOUNG MAN WITH HIGH POTENTIAL | Feature film | 85 min. | Director: Linus de Paoli



PRODUCER‘S NOTE
The project started in 2014 with a small core team of five 
people. Since the blog „Notes of Berlin“ is designed as 
a community blog and user participation plays a central 
role, the idea was born to also develop the script for the 
film in cooperation with the readers. A separate platform 
was subsequently established for this purpose: 
www.notesofberlin-filmlab.com

After experimenting with various forms of collaboration 
through the Filmlab, we found that the best and most 
effective form of collaboration was through open castings. 
So we spent the next few months regularly holding open 
castings while the script for the film was being developed 
in parallel. 

During this time we cast more than 2,500 Berliners, looked 
for them in the city with casting notices ourselves, got to 

know them and listened to their stories. Many more sent 
in short online videos in which they answered our only 
casting question: „What was your happiest or saddest 
day in Berlin?“

The response was really amazing and this form of 
collaboration was always a surprising, inspiring and very 
enriching experience. At the same time it generated a 
relatively high level of attention for the project and the (not 
yet shot) film, which is not always easy at such an early 
stage of film production. However, we are particularly 
proud to say that many of the actors in the completed film 
come from these open castings and some of the ideas for 
moments and dialogue fragments have been developed or 
refined in these castings, which has helped us to capture a 
piece of the real city.



In terms of narrative, our principle from the very beginning 
was not to let any of the protagonists appear more than 
once (i.e. none of the human protagonists, because animals 
and, of course, notes were allowed to appear more than 
once). While this is narratively experimental, courageous 
and appropriate, it has also meant that we have always 
fought against the sheer numbers:

Over 2,500 people were cast for more than 75 roles (the 
script was developed in parallel with the casting process, 
so that in the end not all of them appear in the film). The 
film was shot at 104 motifs in 53 shooting days with a 
crew of almost 250 employees and helpers - all spread 
over three years of shooting. Three children were born to 
the core team during the production period, so life and 
filmmaking intermingled even more than usual, all on a 

minimal budget. So for good reason we were told from 
the very beginning that it would not be possible to make 
this film. 

But now - six years later - we can finally say: We‘re still 
here, the film is actually finished and we are thrilled to 
finally share it with the world! 

Clemens Köstlin





Joab Nist, born in Munich, studied Cultural Studies (B.A.) and Cultural and Media Management (M.A.) at the European 
University Viadrina, the University of Utrecht and the Free University of Berlin.
Already during his studies he started the blog „Notes of Berlin“ and turned his passion for collecting notes into a 
profession.
Besides his work on the internet, he publishes entertaining non-fiction books, regularly presents a selection of notes on 
stage and occasionally advises companies as a social media concept developer.
He lives in Berlin-Neukölln and likes to ride the U8. 

Oh yes, that of all people, a Munich resident who has just moved to Berlin has made it his business to capture the true 
soul of Berlin, shows once again: In Berlin simply anything is possible! 

FOUNDER AND ADMINISTRATOR OF THE BLOG NOTES OF BERLIN:
JOAB NIST



With up to one million website page views per month and more than 
500,000 social media subscribers on Facebook and Instagram, the blog 
www.notesofberlin.com is one of the best known and most widely read 
in Germany.

Joab Nist:
„Since October 2010 I have been documenting the most 
peculiar notes from the streets, hallways and backyards of 
Berlin on my blog www.notesofberlin.com. From the very 
beginning, the messages and notices have been more than 
mere carriers of information for me, but also mediators of 
social reality. They bring the sound of the city to the point, 
unfiltered. 

Anyone who wants to grasp the character of the capital 
city can take a look at the numerous regional newspapers 
and magazines, buy a modern travel guide and visit the 
recommended hotspots, eat well, drink and party in style 
or visit museums on the city‘s history, but no one can 
describe the real Berlin more accurately than the Berliners 

themselves. Because the notes are like the people who 
live here: direct, loud, creative, tolerant, freedom-loving, 
bizarre, lonely, romantic and definitely not off the mark. 
And the topics that are communicated: Simply pure 
everyday culture in its truest form.

Notes of Berlin‘s concept of characterising the city by 
means of notes from the cityscape has become a wonderful 
participatory movement: So far, over 50,000 finds from 
all parts of the city have been sent to me via the blog and 
the accompanying social media channels. 
Notes of Berlin has thus long since become a collaborative 
project that I have been allowed to curate and moderate 
for many years. 

And now the Notes are coming to the big screen. 
Mariejosephin Schneider‘s film has become what the 
Notes embody: authenticity, charm and character.“ 

THE BLOG



CO-AUTHOR
THOMAS GERHOLD
Thomas Gerhold wrote his own stories early on. He studied media design at the Bauhaus University Weimar.
Together with Markus Wambsganss he founded KALIBER16, a label for music videos and visual art.
The short film NEON EYES entered the competition of the Venice Film Festival, further works at international festivals and 
all German music channels.
Since 2009 he studied screenplay at the German Film and Television Academy in Berlin. For Julia Langhof‘s debut 
LOMO – THE LANGUAGE OF MANY OTHERS both won the award „Neues Deutsches Kino - Best Screenplay“ at Filmfest 
München 2017.  

FILMOGRAPHY AS SCREENWRITER:

2020	 DAS SEEBAD | TV series | Director: Julia Langhof (in development)
		  FRIESLAND | Feature film | Director: Martina Plura

2018 	 DEAD END | TV series | ZDFneo

2017 	 LOMO | Feature film, 91 min. | Director: Julia Langhof



EDITOR
INGE SCHNEIDER
Born in Ermsleben in the Harz Mountains.
After writing a letter „To the hippies, address: In San Francisco“ but never receiving a reply, Inge Schneider fortunately 
decided at the tender age of 14 to devote her life to film editing.
In the later course of her career, which spanned over 40 feature films, she increasingly specialised in cinema documentaries. 
She has received numerous awards for her editing achievements.
NOTES OF BERLIN was sadly the last film she was able to enrich with her sensitive editing, her boundless love for her 
protagonists and her great sense of dramaturgy.

SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY:

2015 	 HELLO, I AM DAVID! | Documentary | Director: Cosima Lange

2013 	 SCHERBENPARK | Kino-Spielfilm | Director: Bettina Blümner

2011 	 RAISING RESISTANCE | Cinema documentary | Director: David Bernett, Bettina Borgfeld

2011 	 MEINE FREIHEIT, DEINE FREIHEIT | Cinema documentary | Director: Diana Näcke



IMAGE
CARMEN TREICHL
Carmen Treichl, born in Tyrol/Austria, lives in Tyrol and Berlin.
For each project she tries to find an independent formal language, an individual „dialect“. After her diploma as a graphic 
designer, an apprenticeship as a photographer and her master‘s degree at the Academy for Multimedia, she has been 
in Berlin since 2009, where she studied camera at the German Film and Television Academy DFFA until 2017. In the last 
10 years Carmen has shot over 60 short, medium-length and 5 feature films. The films she has photographed have been 
shown at numerous festivals.

FILMOGRAPHY AS DoP:

 TBA  	 STILLE POST | Feature film | 90 min. | Director: Florian Hoffmann (in post-production)

2018 	 NIXEN | Feature film | 78 Min. | Director: Katinka Narjes

2017 	 EGAL GIBT ES NICHT | Documentary, 45 min. | Director: Florian Hoffmann
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36th Warsaw Film Festival
Free Spirit Competition, 10/10/2020

42th Biberacher Filmfestspiele
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supported by the FFA and the Filmförderpreis der Kunstministerin gestiftet vom Sächsischen Staatsministerium für Wissenschaft und Kunst
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